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Deltas and Coastal Cities in Asia 

Coastal cities in Asia and percentage of national urban population 
in low elevation coastal zone 
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Climate-related Disasters ς Top 10 Countries 
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Climate-related Disasters ς Deltas as hotspots 
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Deltas in a Changing Climate: Key Features 

×Deltas ς low lying coastal areas 
*fertile , food baskets 
*often strongly urbanized 
*rich ecosystems 
*often in transboundary river basins 

×Challenges 
*vulnerable to extreme weather events, including 
flooding from 3 sources (rain, 
river and sea) 
*salt intrusion 
*soil subsidence 
*erosion/sediment starvation 

×Aggravated by 
*climate change, incl. sea level rise 
*upstream developments 
*transboundary water management 
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The Learning Deltas Initiative: A Brief Chronology 

Á 2014: ά9ƴŀōƭƛƴƎ 5Ŝƭǘŀ [ƛŦŜέ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜ, a global project drafted with support of 

Delta Alliance  

Á Dec. 2015: Regional Workshop on Flood Management, Guangzhou, China 

Á May 2016: HLP on Water Security and SDGs, Yangon, Myanmar (delta focus) 

Á July 2016: Early discussion on ά[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 5Ŝƭǘŀǎέ at Singapore Water Week 

Á Sept. 2016: Meeting with IFIs at SWWW and planning of Manila Workshop 

Á Oct. 2016 : Learning Delta Initiative, Manila Workshop 
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Learning Deltas: Key Objectives 

ÁEnhance the resilience of rapidly urbanizing deltas (water security) 

Á Implement structural and non-structural projects to increase the 
resilience (incl. no-regret measures, green infrastructure) 

ÁDevelop sustainable bankable proposals for those projects 

ÁBuild capacity to increase the knowledge on deltas (physical, socio-
economic, environmental, cultural, institutional, etc...) 

 

Ą Need to follow an integrated, holistic and inclusive approach! 

13/3/2017 7 



[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ 5ŜƭǘŀǎΥ Iƻǿ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛǘΧ 

ÁBring key players together in the deltas: 

V IWRM planners (often water ministries) 

V Planning and economic ministries 

V Finance and other sector ministries 

V YƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎΣ bDhΩǎΣ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ  

V Multilateral development banks and bilateral donors 

ÁLearn of the successes, failures and lessons learnt in delta 
management and development 

ÁPromote exchanges of the lessons between deltas  

ÁFocus on south-south exchange and cooperation 

ÁTaking into account the SDGs, specifically IWRM in a trans-boundary 
context 
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